
Weekly Paper Rubric Student Name___________________________________
Be sure your paper includes the following when you turn it in:

q a copy of the text/image from the Weekly Reader; or the URL.
q Proper citation format (see sample Weekly Paper)
q any notes or drafts you may have

FOCUS 1 3 5
Formatting q Does not follow specified

requirements
q Follows most specified

requirements
q Satisfies all specified

requirements
Focus q Lacks a thesis or controlling

idea
q Includes a basic thesis or

controlling idea
q Provides a clear and

compelling thesis
Organization q Sentences do not relate to the

paragraph’s main idea
q Paragraphs do not clearly or

effectively relate to the paper’s
thesis or controlling idea.

q Sentences mostly relate to the
paragraph’s main idea

q Paragraphs generally though not
always relate to the thesis or
controlling idea.

q Sentences clearly relate to
the paragraph’s main idea

q Paragraphs clearly and
effectively relate to and
support the thesis.

Development q Examples are either lacking or
ineffective (e.g., do not relate
to the main idea in the paper or
paragraph).

q Examples are included, though
not always; reader needs specific
details or quotes that they writer
does not provide.

q Writer provides examples
and quotes that answer the
reader’s questions and add
depth to the writer’s ideas.

Conventions q Mistakes in grammar, spelling,
and/or punctuation cause
confusion and show lack of
concern for quality of writing..

q Some mistakes in grammar,
spelling, and/or punctuation, but
they do not cause confusion; they
suggest negligence, not
indifference.

q No mistakes in grammar,
spelling, and/or punctuation.
The writing is clear, clean,
and correct.

Content q Idea(s) in the paper are
irrelevant or not worthy of
reader’s consideration.

q Idea(s) in the paper are mostly
relevant and worthy of reader’s
consideration.

q Idea(s) in the paper
compelling, even original;
they are not obvious.

Voice q Writing lacks strong verbs and
sentence variation.

q Writing might ramble; the
paper is hastily done.

q Writing has some strong verbs
and occasional sentence
variation.

q Writing might ramble; the paper
is not carefully done.

q Writing contains strong
verbs and effective sentence
variation.

q Writing does not ramble; the
paper is not hastily done.
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